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§60.13

established by the Public Health Serv-
ice for the payment of uniform levels
of financial support for trainees receiv-
ing graduate and professional training
under Public Health Service grants, as
in effect at the time the borrower re-
quests the deferment; and

(vi) Is a formally established fellow-
ship program which was not created for
a specific individual; or

(2) A full-time educational activity
at an institution defined by section
435(b) of the Higher Education Act of
1965 which:

(i) Is directly related to the dis-
cipline for which the borrower received
the HEAL loan;

(ii) Begins within 12 months after the
borrower ceases to be a participant in
an accredited internship or residency
program, as described in §60.11(a)(2), or
prior to the completion of the bor-
rower’s participation in such program;

(iii) Is not a part of, an extension of,
or associated with an internship or
residency program, as described in
§60.11(a)(2); and

(iv) Is required for licensure, reg-
istration, or certification in the State
in which the borrower intends to prac-
tice the discipline for which the bor-
rower received the HEAL program
loan.

(c) (1) To receive a deferment, includ-
ing a deferral of the onset of the repay-
ment period (see §60.11(a)), a borrower
must at least 30 days prior to, but not
more than 60 days prior to, the onset of
the activity and annually thereafter,
submit to the lender or holder evidence
of his or her status in the deferment
activity and evidence that verifies
deferment eligibility of the activity
(with the full expectation that the bor-
rower will begin the activity). It is the
responsibility of the borrower to pro-
vide the lender or holder with all re-
quired information or other informa-
tion regarding the requested
deferment. If written evidence that
verifies eligibility of the activity and
the borrower for the deferment, includ-
ing a certification from an authorized
official (e.g., the director of the fellow-
ship activity, the dean of the school,
etc.), is received by the lender or hold-
er within the required time limit, the
lender or holder must approve the
deferment. The lender or holder may
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rely in good faith upon statements of
the borrower and the authorized offi-
cial, except where those statements or
other information conflict with infor-
mation available to the lender or hold-
er. When those verification statements
or other information conflict with in-
formation available to the lender or
holder, to indicate that the applicant
fails to meet the requirements for
deferment, the lender or holder may
not approve the deferment until those
conflicts are resolved.

(2) For those activities described in
paragraphs (b)(1) or (b)(2) of this sec-
tion, the borrower may request that
the Secretary review a decision by the
lender or holder denying the deferment
by sending to the Secretary copies of
the application for deferment and the
lender’s or holder’s denial of the re-
quest. However, if information sub-
mitted to the lender or holder conflicts
with other information available to the
lender or holder, to indicate that the
borrower fails to meet the require-
ments for deferment, the borrower may
not request a review until such con-
flicts have been resolved. During the
review process, the lender or holder
must comply with any requests for in-
formation made by the Secretary. If
the Secretary determines that the fel-
lowship or educational activity is eligi-
ble for deferment and so notifies the
lender or holder, the lender or holder
must approve the deferment.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control numbers 0915-0034 and
0915-0108)

[48 FR 38988, Aug. 26, 1983, as amended at 51
FR 30644, Aug. 28, 1986; 53 FR 6097, Feb. 29,
1988; 57 FR 28795, June 29, 1992]

§60.13 Interest.

(a) Rate. At the lender’s option, the
interest rate on the HEAL loan may be
calculated on a fixed rate or on a vari-
able rate basis. However, whichever
method is selected must continue over
the life of the loan, except where the
loan is consolidated with another
HEAL loan.

(1) For all loans made on or after Oc-
tober 22, 1985, for each calendar quar-
ter, the Secretary determines the max-
imum annual HEAL interest rate by
determining the average of the bond
equivalent rates reported for the 91-day
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U.S. Treasury bills auctioned for the
preceding calendar quarter, adding 3
percentage points, and rounding that
amount to the next higher one-eighth
of 1 percent.

(2) Interest that is calculated on a
fixed rate basis is determined for the
life of the loan during the calendar
quarter in which the loan is executed.
It may not exceed the rate determined
for that quarter by the Secretary under
paragraph (a)(1) of this section.

(3) Interest that is calculated on a
variable rate basis varies every cal-
endar quarter throughout the life of
the loan as the market price of U.S.
Treasury bills changes. For any quar-
ter it may not exceed the rate deter-
mined by the Secretary under para-
graph (a)(1) of this section.

(4) The Secretary announces the rate
determined under paragraph (a)(1) of
this section on a quarterly basis
through a notice published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER.

(b) Compounding of interest. Interest
accrues from the date the loan is dis-
bursed until the loan is paid in full.
Unpaid accrued interest shall be com-
pounded not more frequently than
semiannually and added to principal.
However, a lender or holder may post-
pone the compounding of interest be-
fore the beginning of the repayment pe-
riod or during periods of deferment or
forbearance and add interest to prin-
cipal at the time repayment of prin-
cipal begins or resumes.

(c) Payment. Repayment of principal
and interest is due when the repayment
period begins. A lender or holder must
permit a borrower to postpone paying
interest before the beginning of the re-
payment period or during a period of
deferment or forbearance. In these
cases, payment of interest begins or re-
sumes on the date repayment of prin-
cipal begins or resumes.

(d) Usury laws. No provision of any
Federal or State law that limits the
rate or amount of interest payable on
loans shall apply to a HEAL loan.

[48 FR 38988, Aug. 26, 1983, as amended at 51
FR 30644, Aug. 28, 1986; 57 FR 28795, June 29,
1992]

§60.14 The insurance premium.

(a) General. (1) The Secretary insures
each lender or holder for the losses of

§60.14

principal and interest it may incur in
the event that a borrower dies; be-
comes totally and permanently dis-
abled; files for bankruptcy under chap-
ter 11 or 13 of the Bankruptcy Act; files
for bankruptcy under chapter 7 of the
Bankruptcy Act and files a complaint
to determine the dischargeability of
the HEAL loan; or defaults on his or
her loan. For this insurance, the Sec-
retary charges the lender an insurance
premium. The insurance premium is
due to the Secretary on the date of dis-
bursement of the HEAL loan.

(2) The lender may charge the bor-
rower an amount equal to the cost of
the insurance premium. The cost of the
insurance premium may be charged to
the borrower by the lender in the form
of a one-time special charge with no
subsequent adjustments required. The
lender may bill the borrower sepa-
rately for the insurance premium or
may deduct an amount attributable to
it from the loan proceeds before the
loan is disbursed. In either case, the
lender must clearly identify to the bor-
rower the amount of the insurance pre-
mium and the method of calculation.

(3) If the lender does not pay the in-
surance premium on or before 30 days
after disbursement of the loan, a late
fee will be charged on a daily basis at
the same rate as the interest rate that
the lender charges for the HEAL loan
for which the insurance premium is
past due. The lender may not pass on
this late fee to the borrower.

(4) HEAL insurance coverage ceases
to be effective if the insurance pre-
mium is not paid within 60 days of the
disbursement of the loan.

(5) Except in cases of error, premiums
are not refundable by the Secretary,
and need not be refunded by the lender
to the borrower, even if the borrower
graduates or withdraws from the
school, defaults, dies or becomes to-
tally and permanently disabled.

(b) Rate. The rate of the insurance
premium shall not exceed the statu-
tory maximum. The Secretary an-
nounces changes in the rate of the in-
surance premium through a notice pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

(c) Method of calculation—(1) Student
borrowers. For loans disbursed prior to
July 22, 1986, the lender must calculate
the insurance premium on the basis of
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